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PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION

The General and Subsidiary Rule Book is an important document for all the staff
related to train operation. The new Edition 2021 is being issued in Diglot (Bilingual-Hindi/
English) form which will be extremely convenient for staff to easily comprehend the spirit
of various rules.

The General and Subsidiary Rule Book was last printed in 2000. Since then there
have been various changes and 22 Amendment Slips had been issued. All the Amendment
Slips issued so far have been included in G & SR book 2021. The work of operating team
of NER is commendable in printing of this Rule Book which required vision as well as
dedication and hard work.

(Anil Kumar Singh)
Principal Chief Operations Manager
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PREFACE

This book (Edition 2021) contains:

(1) General Rules for Open Lines of Railways framed under Indian Railways Act
1989 (24 of 1989) as published under Railway Board’s Notification No. 69-
RR/4, dated 11th February, 1976.

(i1) Subsidiary Rules of the North Eastern Railway issued on the authority of the
Principal Chief Operations Manager.

(ii1))  Special Instructions issued on the authority of the Principal Chief Operations
Manager, under provision of the General Rules.

The General Rules are printed in large type and the Subsidiary Rules are printed in small
type immediately below the General Rules to which they refer. All subsidiary Rules are
prefixed with the letter “SR”. The subsidiary Rules have equal importance, force and
validity as the General Rules. 6 appendices are exclusively printed in the normal font.
Under Railway Act, 1989 (24 of the 1989) all Railway servants on the North Eastern
Railway are bound as much by the subsidiary Rules and Special Instructions as they
are by the General Rules.

Knowledge of the Rules: Every concerned Railway servant must thoroughly acquaint
himself with the General and Subsidiary Rules and shall execute his duties in accordance
and conformity with them.

Correction Memo: It is the duty of every Railway servant to maintain his copy of the
book up to date. A record of all amendments made subsequent to the publication of this
book shall be kept in the register of Correction Memo. When a Rule is amended, an ink
endorsement must be made alongside of the Rule giving reference to the Correction
Memo or to other notification. It is the duty of every Railway servant to obtain printed
copies of correction Memo, when issued.

Surrender of Rule books: This book is the property of the North Eastern Railway and
shall be surrendered to the Railway Administration by staff leaving Railway service.

B

-
S—

Gorakhpur (Anil Kumar Singh)
Dated: 19.07.2021 Principal Chief Operations Manager
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS (Railway Board)

No. 69-RR/4 Dated New Delhi, the 11th February, 1976.

RESOLUTION
General Rules for Indian Railways (Open Lines), 1976 administered by the Government,
and for the time being used for public carriage of passengers, animals or goods.

1. The considerable advance made in the recent years in method of signalling and
interlocking, modes of traction and introduction of new types of equipment necessitated
a revision of the General Rules, which had been revised last in 1929, for working open
line of Railways in India. The revision of these rules was also advocated by the Railway
Accidents Committee, 1962, and the Railway Accidents Inquiry Committee 1968, who
desired that the revision of the Rules should be consistent not only with the conditions
obtaining at present but likely to obtain in the foreseeable future, and emphasised the
need for keeping the basic complexion of rules intact while at the same time providing
for technological changes in recent years.

2. For this purpose a Committee composed of officers selected from the Traffic and Signal
Departments was appointed by the Railway Board in 1968. The Committee submitted a
set of draft rules for consideration by the Board in February 1970. The Commission of
Railway Safety, whose comments were also invited, did not favor the adoption of these
draft rules, which had proposed the abolition of certain existing fundamental concepts
such as classification of stations, minimum equipment of signals for each class of station,
etc. In the Annual Report for 1971-72, the Commission stated that a wholesale revision
and re-arrangement of the rules which formed the basis of train working and safety of
operations for over 100 years and which were ingrained in the minds of thousands of
railway staff, would not be desirable. Accordingly, the Commission conveyed to the
Railway Board its inability to agree to the adoption of the New General Rules as drafted.

3. In consideration of the strong views expressed by the Commission of Railway Safety
and the positive recommendations of the Railway Accidents Committee, 1962, and
the Railway Accidents Inquiry Committee, 1968. Member Traffic, Railway Board,
decided in September, 1972, that the revision of the existing General Rules should be
so undertaken as to be in consonance with these views and to cover such aspects only
of the existing rules as require modification in the light of technological changes or
where certain existing rules have outlived their use. A fresh revision of the General
Rules was accordingly taken up by the Safety Directorate in consultation with other
Directorates of the Railway Board.

4. A provisional issue of the revised General Rules was circulated to the Railway
Administrations; the Research, Designs and Standards Organisation; the Commission
of Railway Safety; Railway Staff College, Vadodara; Indian Railway Institute of Signal
Engineering and Telecommunications, Secunderabad; Indian Railways Institute of
Advanced Track Technology, Pune; Indian Railways Institute of Mechanical and Electrical
Engineering, Jamalpur; etc., for criticism and suggestions under Government of India,
Ministry of Railways (Railway Board) letter No.68-RR/2/Vol.V, dated 25-7-1974.
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Order :

1v
The exhaustive views and comments received from the Railway Administrations, the
Commission of Railway Safety, other Railway Institutions and the Ministry of Law,
having been considered by Member Traffic, Railway Board, in consultation with
the concerned Directorates, a complete revised set of General Rules for Railways
administered by the Government have now been framed, sanctioned and issued by the
Central Government with Notification No. 69-RR/4 of this day’s date to be brought
into use on such date as the Central Government may, by notification in the Official
Gazette, appoint.
The Central Government desire that the said rules may be brought to the notice of the
Administrations of the several railways not administered by the Government and that
the Heads of Railway Administrations of such railways may be invited to submit a
formal application for the adoption of the rules, with such modifications (if any) as may
be considered necessary in each case.
Ordered that this Resolution, with its enclosures, be published under a Notification
in the Official Gazette as required by section 47 of the Indian Railways Act. 1980 (9
of 1980), and that a copy thereof be kept open for inspection of railway stations as
directed by sub-section (6) of the same section, also that a copy of this Resolution and
of its enclosures be communicated to the Governments, Administrations and Officers,
noted below, for information.

Member Traffic, Railway Board, and Ex-Officio
Secretary to the Government of India

Documents accompanying:
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General Rules for Indian Railways (Open Lines), 1976

Administered by the Government. Secretaries, Ministries of Communications; Defence;
Home Affairs; Law, Justice and Company Affairs; Petroleum; Shipping and Transport; and Tourism
and Civil Aviation.

The Chief Secretaries to the Governments of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Orissa, Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal.

The Chief Secretaries, Administrations of Andaman and Nicobar; Arunachal Pradesh;
Chandigarh; Dadra and Nagar Haveli; Delhi; Goa, Daman and Diu; Lakshadweep, Minicoy and
Amindivi; Mizoram; and Pondicherry.

Additional Deputy Controller and Auditor General of India (Railways) and Ex-Officio Director of
Railway Audit.
The Commissioner of Railway Safety.

The Additional Commissioners of Railway Safety, Central, Eastern, Northern, North Eastern,
Southern, South Eastern, and Western Circles.

The General Managers, Chittranjan Locomotive Works, Diesel Locomotive Works and
Integral Coach Factory.

The General Manager, Metropolitan Transport Project (Railways), Calcutta.

The Chief Administrative Officers, Metropolitan Transport Projects (Railways), Bombay,
Delhi and Madras.

The Director General, Research, Designs and Standards Organisation, Lucknow.

The Principals, Indian Railways Institute Advanced Track Technology Pune; Indian Railways
Institute of Mechanical and Electrical Engineering, Jamalpur; Indian Railways Institute of Signal
Engineering and Telecommunications, Secunderabad; and Railway Staff College, Vadodara.

The Chairman, Bombay Port Trust Railway, Calcutta Port Trust Railway, Kandla Port Trust
Railway, Madras Port Trust Railway and Vishakhapatnam Port Trust Railway.

The Managing Agents, Ahmedpur-Katwa Light Railway Company Limited, Bankura-
Damodar River Railway Company Limited, Katakhal-Lal Bazar Railway Company Limited and
Martin Light Railways.

The General Managers, Bharat Railway, and Central Provinces Railways Company Limited.

The Secretary, Dehri-Rohtas Light Railway Company Limited.

The Chairman, Railway Service Commissions, Allahabad, Bombay, Calcutta and Madras.

The Chairman, Railway Rates Tribunal.

The Secretary, Indian Railways Conference Association.

The Director, National Archives of India.

The Librarians, Central Secretariat Library, National Library, Calcutta, Parliament Library
and Railway Board Library.
The Superintendent, Library and Research, Ministry of Law, Justice and Company Affairs.
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