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APPENDIX ‘D’

Special instructions for the working of trains on the Absolute Block System on single

lines of Railway by means of Electrical Communication Instruments are

Application

1.

not provided or are not in use.

These Regulations apply to Class B Stations only and must be read in conjunction with
general rules 5.07, 8.01, 8.03, 8.05, 8.09, 8.10, 8.11, 8.12, 8.13, 8.15, 14.15, 14.16,
14.17, 14.18, 14.19, 14.20, 14.21, 14.22, 14.23, 14.24, and 14.25

Note:-
(1)

(i1)
(iii)

Line Clear enquiries and Tickets for working trains under this system are of
two of kinds -

(a) Absolute
(b) Conditional
Paragraph 1 to 15 of this Appendix govern the working of Absolute Line Clear.

Conditional Line Clear working is in force on this Railway only in case of Total
Interruption of communication.

Train Message:-

(@)

(i)

All message regarding the working of trains between station must be sent by
electric communication instruments except as provided for in Parts II and III of
the Appendix ‘B’.

No train must be started from any station, unless line clear has been obtained
from the station in advance by sending a Line Clear Enquiry message, and
receiving the Line Clear Reply from such station.

Line Clear Enquiry:-

(@)

(ii)

(iii)
(iv)

(v)

A Line Clear enquiry must not be sent by station to the station in advance for
a train until the Train Entering Section or out report for the said train has been
received from the station in rear.

If, however, the block section between the two stations is so short that this
procedure would cause detention to the train, the Line Clear Enquiry may be
sent to the station in advance after the line clear reply has been sent to the
station in rear for the said train.

Terminal stations must not sent the line clear enquiry more than 15 minutes
before the train is ready to start.

It may sometime happen that the last train which entered the block section was

one running in the same direction as that for which line clear is being asked,
and in such a case in his enquiry for line clear the Station Master must also
give the time at which that train has left his station. See examples in para 11.

In Enquiries for line clear and in replies to them, the engine or train must be
distinctly described thus:- “9 Up Passenger” or “Ballast train” as the case may
be; and for every train a separate enquiry and reply message must be sent, e.g.,
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(vi)

a Reply message giving line clear for No. 119 UP Goods must not be utilized
for giving an ‘Authority to Proceed’ to No.9 UP Passenger, even though No.9
UP passenger may be ready to start first.

When asking and giving line clear for a light engine, the no. of the engine must
always be given in the Message.

4. Line Clear Reply:-

(1) The line clear reply is a message from station in advance to the station in rear,
stating that the line between the two stations is clear of all trains and of all other
known impediments for the passage of a particular train. This message must
only be dispatched as a reply to a line clear enquiry received from the station
from which the train is to start.

(i1) The line shall not be considered clear and line clear shall not be given unless,
at stations equipped with lower quadrant signals:-

(a) The whole of the last preceding train has passed within the home signal
of such station, or where there is no home signal has arrived at the place
at which trains usually come to stand.

(b) The home, if any, and the outer signal has been put to ‘ON’ and

(c) The line is clear to the shunting limit board or advanced starter, or upto
the home signal if there is no shunting limit board or advanced starter
or upto the outer most facing points if there is no shunting limit board
or advanced starter and no home signal.

(111) At stations equipped with multiple aspect upper quadrant signals:-

(a) The whole of the last preceding train has passed within the home signal,

(b) All signals have been put to ‘ON’ and

(©) The line clear to the shunting limit board or advanced starter at the end
of the station nearest the expected train.

5. Private numbers:-
(1) The Station Master of each station is provided by the Divisional Operating

Manager with two booklets containing series of private numbers. One booklet
must be kept in use and the other kept by the Station Master under lock and
key and he will be held responsible that no one but himself shall have access
to it. The booklet which is in use must be kept in the personal custody of the
Station Master on duty and he will not allow it to leave his possession until he
is relived, when he will personally hand it over to the person relieving him.

When all the private number in a booklet have been used up, the booklet must
be sent in a sealed cover to the divisional operating manager of the division
with an application for a fresh book-let. On receipt of such an application the
Divisional Operating Manager will issue a fresh booklet which must be kept by
the Station Master in the manner stated above.

While supplying private number booklet to a station, it shall be ensured that the
booklet so supplied does not bear the same series as the booklets of the
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(ii)

(iii)
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(i)

(iii)

previous three supplies. In respect of the station where two or more booklets
are in use at one and same time due to provision of cabins or gomutis, supply
of booklets shall be so arranged that booklets of same series do not come in use
simultaneously at the station and cabins or goomties.

Every line clear reply and every reply to message requesting the cancelling of a
line clear reply must have a private number (signaled and written out in words)
as the last word in the body of the message and without such a number, no line
clear ticket or reply to a message requesting the cancelling of a line clear can be
complete and the same, therefore, must not be accepted as valid. Each booklet
consist of 7 pages and each page contains six groups of eight private numbers.
These numbers must be allotted, in order in which printed, a line clear replies
and to replies to message requesting the cancelling of line clear reply dispatched,
each number as allotted, being cut through diagonally thus: 2§

Any number of a group remaining unused at midnight must be cut
through vertically and a fresh group begun. The date on which each group is
brought into use should be entered in the space provided above the group thus:-

23.1.2021
.
€9
N

A private number once allotted and cut through should not be re-allotted.
Should it be discovered that from any cause (such as misprint or the changing
from one group to another at 24 hrs.) the next private number consists of the
same number as the last one issued, the sender will cancel this number in his
sheet, add the remark “same as last private number” sign it and issue the next
different number. Should the message have been completed before the similarity
of number is discovered, it will be cancelled in full and entirely rewritten with
a fresh and different private number as detailed in para 9 (ix). The receiving
station will be held responsible for insisting on this.

Traffic Inspector must carefully scrutinize private number booklets and see that
figures have been scored out according to rules. They must also check a certain
percentage of the numbers with the Train Message Books of station on either
side to see that they correspond.

6. Authority to Proceed:-

(1)

The authority to proceed given to the Loco Pilot of a train is either-

(a) A paper ticket in form T/D 1425 for down train and T/C 1425 for Up
trains the contents of which must be in accordance with the line clear
reply received from the station in advance, and is known as paper the
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(i)

(iii)

(iv)

™)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

x)

(xi)

(xii)

line clear ticket, or

(b) An authority to proceed without line clear ticket in form T/A 602, T/B
602, T/C 602, T/D 602. See appendix ‘B’ Part I, II, III and IV and
chapter VI of G&S Rule Book.

(©) A paper ticket in form T/G 602 for up train and T/H 602 for down train
known as conditional line clear ticket.

No running train must leave a station and proceed into the block section in
advance, unless the Loco Pilot has in his possession the line clear ticket or an
authority to proceed without line clear mentioned in paragraph 7 (i) above.

In all cases and authority to proceed must be signed and dated by the Station
Master , any authority to proceed without such signature and date is incomplete
and must not be accepted as valid.

The code time on a line clear ticket is the time when the message giving line
clear is completely given and received. This time must be entered in the proper
space on the enquiry book and in the space provided for the purpose in the line
clear ticket.

No alteration or correction of any kind is permissible on an authority to proceed
whether the alteration or correction is initialed or otherwise.

The authority to proceed must on no account be issued by a Station Master or
accepted by a Loco Pilot if it contains an erasure or correction.

All written matters on authority to proceed must be entered with the greatest
care and distinctness.

If two Engine are coupled together, or if one engine is in front and another is
rear of a train, the authority to proceed must be delivered to and carried by the
Loco Pilot of the leading engines.

The Loco Pilot must satisfy himself that the authority to proceed is properly
filled up and complete in every respect, and that it applies to his train and to the
block section which he is about to entered.

In the case of an authority to proceed for an illiterate Loco Pilot, the number of
the train must be clearly written in large numerals.

If the Loco Pilot discovers that the authority to proceed is incorrect in any
particular, he must not start until the Station Master gives a correct authority to
proceed. If the train has started or is running through it must be immediately
stopped and not restarted until the Loco Pilot is in possession of a correct
authority to proceed.

Loco Pilots are strictly prohibited from in any way tampering with, altering or
defacing an authority to proceed.

7. The Line Clear Ticket:-

(@)

(i)

The Station Master shall be held responsible for seeing that the correct line
clear ticket for the section into which the train is proceeding, is given to the
Loco Pilot.

When a train stops at a station the line clear ticket must be handed over to the

Loco Pilot by one of the station staff, appointed by the Station Master on duty.
The railway servant so appointed must, as far as possible, be in uniform.
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(iii)
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(iii))  All the starting station and at large junction stations where time permits, the
line clear ticket must be delivered to the Loco Pilot by the guard of the train. At
other junction stations the line clear tickets must be delivered to the Loco Pilot
in accordance with para 8 (ii) above.

Note:- This rule does not apply to station where the line clear work is done from the

cabins.

(iv)  In the case of light engines, the line clear ticket shall be made over to the Loco
Pilot by one of the station staff appointed by the Station Master on duty. The
railway servant so appointed must, as far as possible, be in uniform.

W) Staff who are deputed to deliver the line clear ticket to the Loco Pilot must not
possess themselves of a line clear ticket but must receive it from the hands of
the Station Master. The, Station Master must not sign the line clear ticket until
he is ready to start the train.

(vi)  Should the Loco Pilot of a train fails to pickup a line clear ticket in running
through a station the train must be brought to a stand.

(vil) (a) When a train is arranged to run through a station without stopping and

the facing points of such station are not interlocked with signals, the
line clear tickets may be handed over to the Loco Pilot at the outermost
facing points by the railway servants deputed to verify the correct setting
and locking of the facing points or before stations master’s office in
hoop. At night a white light must be reflected on the line clear hoop.

(b) At non-key-locked station where the exchange of line labels and badges
takes place, the line clear tickets shall be handed over by the Station
Master on duty to the railway servant appointed to verify the correct
setting and locking of points. If the railway servant so appointed is the
line jamadar or pointsman the line clear tickets must be handed over to
him to be delivered to the Loco Pilot at the facing points only after the
line jamadar or pointsman has made over his inward line clear badge/line
number badge to the Station Master on duty.

(c) At key locked station the line clear ticket shall not be handed over by
the Station Master to the railway servant deputed to verify the correct
setting and locking of the facing points, until the railway servant so
deputed has signed a register maintained for the purpose in taken of
having done so.

Note- A manuscript register called the “Facing point verification register” shall be
maintained at the station. The register shall have the following columns:-

2

3 4 5

Date

Time

Train No. [Name and designation of | Signature or thumb impression
railway servant appointed | of the railway servant in token of
to verify the correct|having verified the correct setting
setting and locking of | and locking of the facing points

facing points

The pages of the register must be serially numbered and all entries must be made by the

Station

Master on duty. The register must be carefully and neatly maintained.
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(d) At modified key locked station if the railway servant deputed to verify
the correct setting and locking of facing points is the line jamadar or
pointsman who after setting and locking the point is not required to
return to the station, the line clear ticket for delivery to the Loco Pilot
at the facing points may be made over to the line jamadar or pointsman
by the Station Master on duty when the line jamadar or pointsman is
sent out to set and lock the facing points. The line jamadar or pointsman
must not let the line clear ticket out of his possession till it is handed
over to the Loco Pilot of the run through train.

(e) At station where it is not feasible to hand over PLC ticket to pointsman/
line jamadar in advance the same shall be handed over in presaence of
Station Master through a railway servant before SM’s Office.

(viii) If a train is crossing another train at a station, the line clear ticket must not be
handed over to the Loco Pilot of the train which arrives first until the whole of
the second train has come into the station and is clear of the running road for
the first trains.

8. The train message books:-
(1) The following message, which are known as train message, will be entered in

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

the train message books, viz-

(A)  Enquiringly for line clear message

(B) Replies to above

©) Train entering section or out reports received and dispatched.

(D)  Train out of section or in report received and dispatched.

No message to be issued under these rules must be written out, either in full, or
in part, or signed, before it is required for use.

No part of message must be dispatched or acted upon until the whole message
has been written out, except in order to prevent an accident or in some other
case of emergency.

The following forms bound in books of 100 and 200 pages each, as necessary,
with a printed progressive number on each page, are to be used in recording
message regulating the running of trains.

(A)  Form T/A 1425-line clear inquiry message (outward)- this book will be
printed on white paper with black colour font. It shall be divided into
following space:-

(a) Line clear enquiry dispatched.
(b) Reply to line clear enquiry (A) above received.
(©) Out report dispatched.
(d) In report received.
This book is used for message for UP or Down train.

(B) Form T/A 1425- line clear enquiry message (inward)-This book will be
printed on white paper with black colour font. It shall be divided into
following spaces
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10.

™)

(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

x)

(xi)

(xii)

(a) Line clear enquiry received.
(b) Reply to line clear enquiry (A) above dispatched.
(©) Out report received.
(d) In report dispatched.
This book is received for up or down trains.

A separate series of books will be kept up for each station with which train
message are interchanged, i.e., an outward book and an inward Book will be
used with the stations in one direction, and an outward book and an inward
book with the station in the other direction.

As soon as possible after receipt of supplies and before they are brought into
use, the book detailed in the preceding paras must be checked. The Station
Master will certify to the number of pages in each book. This certificates must
be written on the first page. If there is any error in a book as to the numbering,
etc., a note must be made in the certificate and the book at once returned to the
issuing officer for replacement.

After checking them carefully Station Master must stamp the station name in
headings of all books, and put all not required for immediate use in a safe place.
Books in use should be carefully handed by Station Masters.

Every station must use a separate series of numbers from mid night to mid
night, commencing with number one for each station with which interchanges
train message, and the series will run consecutively through both the outward
and inward book.

All train message must be written neatly, plainly and in ink, and must be signed
by the Station Master. They should be entered up word for word in the train
message books as received on the electrical communication instruments. If a
mistake is made in writing out any enquiry or reply message for dispatch, or in
receiving such message, the page on which the mistake has been made must be
cancelled and a fresh page used.

Code abbreviations may be used for station names in reply and inquiry message
only, but abbreviations must not be used for any word in the body of the line
clear ticket.

Station Master s must always write in full, or stamp, the name of stations from
and to, in the line clear ticket, and authority to proceed without line clear forms
given to guards and Loco Pilots.

Train message books after completion, must be retained at stations intact for

one year and may then be disposed of as per the orders of the divisional railway
manager.

Enquiries for line clear:-

Enquires for line clear would be worded as given in the prescribed form T/A 1425
(outward). The particulars of last train which arrived or dispatches shall also be given
in addition to particulars of train for which line clear is being asked. The mode of
communication shall also be mentioned.

Replies to Enquiries when line clear can be given:-

The Station Master will ascertain that the last train mentioned in the enquiry message
has cleared the block section by reaching either at his station or at the station from
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11.

12.

where line clear is asked, shall fill up the column in the prescribed form number T/A

1425 (inward) and communicate his reply to enquiry received.

Replies to enquiries when trains have to be detained detention message:-

When it is necessary to detain a train at station from which a line clear enquiry has been
received, the reply to the enquiry shall not be given.

Cancellation Message:-

(@)

When a line clear message has been dispatched from one station to another, and
it is subsequently found necessary to cancel such line clear message to enable
a train running in the opposite direction to take precedence, the Station Master
who dispatched such message must first send a cancellation message to detain
the train for which line clear has been given, starting for what train precedence
is required, and on receipt of reply that the train is (or will be) detained, he will
then asked, in a separate enquiry, for line clear for the train to which precedence
is to be given. Cancellation message exchanged must be written on telegraph
forms, which must be pasted on the appropriate page of the line clear enquiry
or line clear reply books.

For example:- Line clear has been given for 91 up goods and it is necessary
to detained that train to allow precedence to 4 down Mela special. The Station
Master Y would send a cancellation message written on a telegraph form and
paste it in his enquiry book (inward) as follows:-

To S.M. Station X From S.M. station Y

Number................. Cancel my number.................... and your number..............
Detain 91 up goods at yours to give precedence to 4 down Mela Special left at
11.34 hrs.

The Station Master of X would receive this message on a telegraph form and
paste it in the Enquiry Book’(outward)

If the train for which a line clear Message has been given has not left the station
at which it is intended that it should be detained, the Station Master of that
station must cancel the Line Clear message for such train, and write the word
“Cancelled” across the face of the entire page.

He will then reply to Y intimating that 91 Up Goods is (or will be) detained.
This reply must end with a privates number without which it must not be
accepted as valid.

This message will be written by the Station Master at X on a telegraph form
and pasted in the Enquiry Book(out ward) and will be received by Y on a
telegraph form and pasted in his Enquiry Book (In ward)

For Example:- The Station Master of X would, provided 91 Up Goods had not
already left for Y and he has cancelled Line Clear Ticket in his possession,
write “Cancelled” across the face of the entire page and on which Y’s reply
giving Line Clear, had been entered and reply to Y writing the message on a
telegraph form and paste it in his Enquiry Book (out ward) as under:-
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(i)

To S.M. Station X From S.M. station Y
Number............. Your No......ccu.... Your No.............. and my no. are cancelled.
91 UP Goods is (or will be) detained here private Number........... words and figure)

The Station Master of Y will on receipt of message from X ask for Line Clear
for 4 Down Mela Special sending a fresh Enquiry message as in examples.

When a reply message giving Line clear has been dispatched from one station
to another and it is subsequently found necessary to cancel such Line Clear
message to enable a train running in the same direction to take precedence, the
Station Master who asked for and received Line clear must first send separate
message cancelling his Enquiry and the Reply received to it, and state to what
train precedence is to be given and mention that the train for which Line Clear
has been received is, (or will be) detained.

For Example - Line clear has been asked for and obtained for 91 Up goods train
and it is necessary to detain that train to allow precedence to 3 Up Mela special.

The Station Master X would send a cancellation message written on a telegraph
form to be pasted in his enquiry book (outward) as :-

To SM Station Y. From SM Station X

Number........... Cancel my number.............. and your no.............. 91 Up goods is
(or will be) detained here to give precedence to 3 Up Mela special.

The Station Master of station Y would receive this message on a telegraph form
and pasted it in his enquiry book (inward).

Before issuing this cancellation message the Station Master of station X must
cancel the line clear message and authority to proceed already received and
made out for 91 Up goods and write the word “Cancelled” across the face of
the entire page.

The Station Master Y who gave line clear will send a reply message to station
X stating the enquiry and reply message have been cancelled and this reply
message must end with a private number as:-

To SM Station X. From SM Station Y

Number............ Your number.......... My number........... and your number..........
for cancelled to give precedence to 3 Up Mela special, private number thirty.

Before dispatching the cancellation message the Station Master at Y must
inspect the enquiry book (inward) to see that the formal enquiry and reply for
91 Up goods have been cancelled and he must sign the cancelment entry.

The Station Master of X will, on receipt of message from Y, asked for line
clear for 3 Up Mela special by sending a fresh enquiry message. The Station
Master at X before dispatching the enquiry for 3 Up Mela special must inspect
the enquiry book (outward) and see that the enquiry and reply for 91 Up goods
have been cancelled.
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13.

14.

15.
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13. Out reports:-

(@)

(i)

(iii)

The out report is message dispatched from the station from which a train has
just started, informing the station to which the train is proceeding that such
train has started. This would be worded as prescribed in part (C) of the line
clear enquiry book (outward).

This message would be written by the Station Master in his enquiry book (outward),
in space C of the page. The Station Master at other end would record this out report
in space C of the enquiry book (inward) in the page on which the reply giving line
clear has been entered and inform the Station Master .

No train must be signaled out of a station until it has actually started, or, in
case of a non stopping train, until the brakevan has passed the Station Master’s
Office. The out report must be written out by the Station Master on duty
immediately the train has left. It will be the duty of the Station Master to see
that no delay in signaling the out report takes place.

14. In reports:-

(@)

(i)

(iii)

The in report is a message dispatched from a station at which the train has
arrived informing the station from which the train has come that such train has
arrived. The message must be worded as prescribed in part D of the line clear
enquiry book (inward).

This message would be written by the Station Master in his enquiry book
(inward) in space ‘D’ in the page in which the reply giving line clear has been
entered, and would be recorded by the Station Master dispatching the train in
space D in his enquiry book (outward) page.

In the case of train running through a station without stopping, the Station
Master must personally satisfy himself that it passes through complete with the
tail board/tail lamp on the last vehicle before the in report is signalled.

15. Ballast train line clears:

(@)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

The enquiry message asking for line clear for a ballast train must, if the train
is to work on the line, state the fact. If the train is to work on the line, the time
up to which permission to work is required must be stated, as also whether the
train will return to the station sending the enquiry message, or proceed on to the
station from which the enquiry is made.

The guard of a ballast train will be jointly responsible with the Station Master
of'the station sending an enquiry message that such message gives the necessary
information. The guard must initial the enquiry message in the train message
book, as certifying to its being correct.

The reply message giving line clear must specify the station to which the train
must run to clear the line, as also the time by which the line between the two
stations is to be cleared.

The following are examples of enquiries for line clear ballast trains:-

Example (i)- No......... is line clear for ballast train to work on line and return to this by-----

Last train no.

--------- left this/arrived here hrs mts.
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IETERVT (i) A& — 1 FedT ML Bl g IR B B 3R UD weH R Ugad d
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(v) 39 STRN HaEll & fory MeEiRd ®r €1 /U 1425 & IR RS Haer Holl
SRR A et I &f A% < B rawIHar 7 B |
(vi) e R el Tl & I & R e DI W bR 59D AT Dl Gl
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Example (ii)-No. — is line clear for ballast train to work on line and arrived at yours by-----Last
train no.---------- left this/arrived here hrs -mts.

Example (iii)- No. — is line clear for ballast train

Last train no.---------- left this/arrived here hrs mts.
v) To these enquiries the following reply would be sent if it was not necessary to
detain the ballast train the reply message shall be given as prescribed on form
T/A 1425.

(vi)  Immediate on the arrival of a ballast train at a station, the guard must personally
reports its arrival to the Station Master .

(vil)  The Loco Pilot of a ballast train engine, when obliged to run his engine into
a station for any purpose, leaving the train between stations, must always
report his arrival personally to the Station Master, giving all particulars. Before
starting with his engine to return to the train, the Loco Pilot must advise the
Station Master and get his permission.

(viii)  The time the block section has to be cleared, and the station to which the train has
to run to clear the block section, must be entered on the line clear ticket.

16. Failure of Block telephone and Electric Telegraph:-

When Station Master is unable to contact the Station Master on telephone attached with
block instrument he shall advise the section controller on duty. The section controller
on duty must call up the Station Master on duty at the station from which line clear is
to be asked. The Station Master seeking line clear must then, in order to ensure that
the correct Station Master is speaking give the arrival and/or departure timing at and/or
from his station of the two last preceding trains coming from and/or going to the station
from where line clear is being asked. Similarly the Station Master at the other end must
also give to the Station Master seeking line clear the arrival and/or departure timing at
and/or from his station of the last two preceding trains coming from and/or going to the
station seeking line clear.

The Station Master seeking line clear will then write out his enquiry message in the
usual way in his enquiry book, and then repeat it to the Station Master from whom line
clear is being asked.

The Station Master granting line clear must take down the line clear enquiry message in
his enquiry book (inward), write out the line clear reply with private number complete
and transmit it on the control phone to the Station Master seeking line clear. The
section controller on duty must listen attentively to the line clear message exchanged
between the two Station Master s on duty and when the transaction are complete must

The private number exchanged for each line clear message so transmitted must be
noted on the control chart by the section controller.

Note:- For working of trains in the event of total interruption of all communications,
See Appendix B.
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