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CHAPTER XVI
LEVEL CROSSINGS

16.01 Knowledge of Signals: - No person shall be appointed to be a gateman unless he has a
knowledge of signals.

SR 16.01 (i) Certificate of competency:- Every gateman shall be tested by the SSE Permanent
Way or Traffic Inspector as the case may be and issued a certificate of competency in the
form given below before he is put to work independently. The competency certificate shall
be valid for a period of three years.

Certificate of Competency
Certified that I have examined Shri S/O
designation in the duties of Gateman. He

is conversant with the use of hand signals, detonators and other equipments provided at the
gate. He is also conversant with the procedure to be adopted during abnormal conditions.

Place: Signature
Date SSE/PW/TI

16.02. Supply and care of equipment: - Every Gateman shall:-

(a)
(b)

be supplied with day and night hand signals, detonators and other prescribed

equipment, and

keep such signals, detonators and other equipment in proper order and ready

for use.

SR 16.02 (i) (a) The manning and operation of the gates of level crossings inside the

outermost stop signals in either direction at a block station are under the control of the

Station Master and the manning and Operation of the gates of the level crossings outside

the outermost stop signals in either direction of a block station are under the control of the

Permanent Way Inspector.

(b) Station Masters and Permanent Way Inspectors must ensure that all level
crossings under the control where gatemen are posted are provided with:-

Hand signal flags.

Tri Colours Hand signal lamps

10 detonators, and

The other equipments prescribed.

(1) The gates of level crossings must be secured with padlocks and chains, or other
efficient authorized locking apparatus in the “open to road traffic” position, to prevent
the possibility of accidents due to the gates swinging towards and fouling the public
road and possibly coming into contact with passing road traffic.

(i) The Gateman at level crossings protected by chains, or by gates not interlocked
with signals must be provided with sufficient padlocks and chains or other efficient
authorized locking apparatus for securing the chains or gates a cross the road for
the passage of trains. Gates of level crossings, interlocked with signals must be so

secured with padlocks and chains during failure of the interlocking gear.

(iv) Station Masters and SSE Permanent Way must ensure that sufficient padlock and
chains or other efficient authorized locking apparatus or padlocks for use at level
crossings, as laid down in SR 16.02 (ii) and 16.02 (iii).

(iv) (a) The Gatemen at level crossings inside and outside the outermost Stop signals

in either direction of a block station must see that the equipment supplied to
them is kept in good working order and is ready for immediate use.
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(b) The Gatemen at level crossings must ensure that the gate lamps of gate signals,
if any, are properly cleaned, are lighted at sunset, are put out after sunrise and
are kept continuously burning brightly from sunset to sunrise. In the case of
lamps of gate signals, the gatemen must also see that the back light are clearly
visible.

16.03 Road Traffic:-

(1

2

3)

“

Subject to such special instructions in that behalf as are permitted by these rules,
all gates at level crossings shall be kept constantly closed and securely fastened
across the thoroughfare on both sides of the railway and shall only be opened
when it is necessary and safe to open them for the passage of road traffic.

Provided that any Railway Administration may from time to time issue special
instructions for any particular level crossing or class of level crossing and may
by such special instructions permit the gates at any level crossing or class of
level crossing to be normally kept open to road traffic and may therein prescribe
the conditions under which gates are to be kept closed against road traffic
for the passage of a train or trains or for the purposes of any other railway
operation; and all such special instructions so long as they be not cancelled for
or superseded shall for the purposes only of the Railway Administration issuing
the same be deemed to be General Rules within the meaning and subject to the
provision of section 60 of the Act.

If for any reasons the gates at level crossings cannot be so closed/fastened across
the thoroughfare on both sides of the track, action to prevent the approaching
trains, if any, from running into the gate may be taken in accordance with
stipulations laid down under G.R. 16.06.

Gateman, where provided, shall, at all level crossings be prepared, whenever
such level crossing be open to road traffic, to show a Stop hand signal to any
approaching train.

Where no gateman is specially provided for night duty at a level crossing,
the gates thereat shall, subject to special instructions, be locked at night and
opened only to pass road traffic in such manner as may be prescribed by special
instructions.

SR 16.03 (1) Special instructions for working level crossing gates provided with telephonic
communication, are required to be embodied in the Station Working Rules. These
instructions shall be framed by Engineering branch signed by Sr.DEN/DEN with prior
approval of St DOM/DOM and Sr.DSTE/DSTE. A copy of working instructions should
also be provided at the gate lodge of the concerned manned level crossing gate.

(2) (a) The Station Master must, before authorizing the reception or dispatch of
train, satisfy himself that the gates or chains of the level crossing, inside the
outermost stop signal in either direction of a block station are secured a cross
the public road for the passage of trains in the manner laid down in the Station
Working Rules.

(b)  Gates must be closed and locked before shunting is commenced. The gate must
be opened as required to allow road traffic to pass, shunting to be stopped, if
necessary, to allow this being done. In such cases the gatemen or other railway
servant must show a danger signal to approaching engine or vehicles.
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3)

“4)

Note-

(c) The gateman of those engineering level crossing gates from where the visibility
of the outer/home/advanced starter signal is clear, must close and lock the level
crossing gates against the road traffic either on seeing the approach of a train
or on seeing the signal taken “off” whichever is earlier.

(a) The classification of level crossings should be as follows

Special Class

“A” Class

“B” Class ¢ for Vehicular Traffic

“C” Class

“D” Class  for cattle crossing and footpaths

(b) Level crossing over colliery, factory and other similar siding where railway
traffic is light may, however be worked according to local condition.

(¢) Gateman may be dispensed with at level crossing gate within outermost stop
signal if the gates can be operated by the station staff under special instructions
in corporate in the station working rules.

(d) Gateman may be dispensed with at C Class level crossings on canal roads
which are provided with gates the following conditions are fulfilled:-

)] The gates are normally closed to the road and locked.

(i)  The road are the private property of the irrigation department and are
not public thorough fares.

(iii)  The keys to the gates are only issued to a few responsible government
officials, and

(iv)  The traffic over the level crossing is very light.

(e) Whistle Boards must be provided at an adequate distance in rear of the unmanned
level crossing gates (on both sides) and also manned level crossing gates outside
the station limits, where a clear view of the line from the level crossing is not
available owing to curve, etc. The adequate distance for this purpose shall be six
hundred metres.

(i) Gate lamp must be provided for all gates at “special” “A” “B” and “C” class
level crossing.

Reflector or a red disc painted with red luminous paint may be provided as an

alternative to lamps at ‘C’ Class level crossing provided with gates.

(i)

)

(6)

Gate lamps must show:-

(a) To road users ‘Red’ when the gate is closed to road traffic and ‘“White’ when
open to road Traffic.

(b) To Loco Pilots of approaching trains no light for “special” “A” “B” and “C”
class level crossing when closed against road traffic and “Red” for “Special
Class level crossing when gates are closed across the Railway Track.

In all cases when a gate is ordered to be closed it must be securely locked. A gateman

will not be considered to have closed a gate until such time it has been locked also.

(a) In the event of a Station Master not being in a position to get in touch with a
gateman due to the telephone being out of order, the gateman being absent or
for any other reasons, he should not allow any train to proceed towards such
level crossing unless the Loco Pilot has been served with a Caution Order to
warn the Loco Pilot about the possibility the level crossing being open to road
traffic and the line being obstructed. The number and kilometerage of the level
crossing should also be indicated clearly in the caution order.
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16.04.

16.05

16.06

(b) Inthe case of a train to enter the block section at the other end, he shall before
giving “Line Clear” for the train, advise the Station Master of station at the
other end and obtain his acknowledgment, and the letter shall issue a caution
order to the Loco Pilot, run through train being stopped out of course for the
purpose.

(7) In all cases when the gates at a level crossing are required to be opened for passage
of road traffic, the Gateman, if the line is clear of rail traffic, must first open the
gate farthest away from the approaching road traffic and then open the gate on the
side nearest to the approaching road traffic, to give that traffic unobstructed passage
across the crossing.

(8 (a) All level crossing gates shall be so worked as to cause the possible

inconvenience to vehicular traffic, consistent with safety.

(b) In order to eliminate frequent and undue detention to road traffic at important
level crossing, such gates shall not normally be closed for more than 10
minutes at a stretch.

(c) Atlevel crossing which are provided with telephone, the Gateman on receipt
of information about trolley being on line clear, shall not closed the gates
immediately, but shall keep a look out for the motor trolly and only when
it is actually in sight shall close the gates. The same procedure shall also be
followed by cabinman in the case of gates operated from the cabins.

(9) Where there is no rail traffic during night, the Gateman on day duty, after his duty
hours, may leave his gate open for road traffic. Before leaving the gate, the Gateman
will ask permission to do so from the controlling Station Master under exchange of
Private Numbers. Station Master will give such permission only after ensuring that
there is no train in the block section. Keys of the gate lodge will be kept by Gateman.
Likewise, while the Gateman resumes his duty at a gate in the day time, he will
exchange Private Numbers with the controlling Station Master as an assurance of
having resumed duty. SM will ensure the availability of Gateman at the gates in the
section before resumption of train working in the block section

Gateman to observe passing trains: - Except where otherwise prescribed under
special instructions, the Gateman shall observe all passing trains and be prepared to
take such action as may be necessary to ensure safety of trains.

SR 16.04 (i) Gateman shall stand facing the track on the gate lodge side with furied red
hand signal flag in right hand and green hand signal flag in left hand during day, and at night
hold the hand signal lamp with the white light pointing towards the track and be prepared
to respect any signal which the guard may have occasion to give to the Loco Pilot or in case
of an emergency he may be able to display the necessary stop hand signal quickly to avert
an accident.

Channel for flange of wheels:- The Gateman shall see that the channel for the flange

of the wheel is kept clear.

SR 16.05 (i) During the dry months of the year, in order to lay the dust, level crossing
must be thoroughly watered by the gateman daily, both morning and evening, and also
immediately before mail and passenger trains are due to pass.

(i)  Atlevel crossing where there is no gateman, the mate or his keyman must inspect each
level crossing daily, to see that the channel for the flanges of the wheels is clear.

Defects at level crossings:- If any gate or the gate fastenings thereof, or any fixed
signal pertaining to the gate becomes out of order, the Gateman shall -

(a) take action to close the gates, if possible, against the road traffic;

(b) After closing the gates, hand signal the train movement pass the level crossing.
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16.07

(c)

(d)

If the gates can not be closed, put the banner flag or level crossing flag in such
manner as to warn the approaching train to stop short of the gate & there after
hand signal the train;

report the fact to his superior or the nearest gangmate.

SR 16.06 (i) Defective Gate Signals outside outer most stop signal:-In the event of gate signal
outside outermost stop signal being out of order, the Gateman on duty shall immediately
place the gate signal in the “ON”(i.e. Danger) position if not already ‘ON’. Until he does
this, he must keep the gate closed and locked against the road traffic. Thereafter he shall
report the fact to his immediate superior. In addition he must then send a message to the
Station Master of the nearest station advising him that the signal is out of order, through
any agency including the Loco Pilot of the first available train and stand by ready to pass
trains on hand signal. The kilometres at which the signal located should be mentioned in
the message.

In the case of a rail-cum-road bridge, when the approaching train will stop short of the stop
signal the Gateman / Cabinman on duty shall pilot the train up to the other end of the bridge
that it is safe to do so.

(i) (a) Gate signal Defective :-If any Gate signal of level crossing gate outside station
limits, which has been provided with a ‘G’ marker becomes defective, it shall
be kept at ‘ON’ and the light shall be kept burning at night. The Loco Pilot of
an approaching train finding a Gate signal with a ‘G’ marker at “ON” shall
sound a long whistle and bring his train to a stop in rear of the signal. If after
waiting for one minute by day and two minutes by night the signal is not taken
off he should draw his train ahead cautiously and stop again short of the level
crossing. The Gateman after closing and locking the gate across the road, shall
hand signal the train past the level crossing. In the absence of the Gateman this
duty will be performed by one of the engine crew or by the brakesaman or the
Guard.

(b) Ifany Gate Signal ofa level crossing gate in non- automatic signalling territory,
which has not been provided with ‘G’ marker becomes defective, it shall be
kept in the ‘ON position and light shall be kept burning at night. The Loco
Pilot of approaching train finding such Gate Signal without ‘G’ marker in the
‘ON’ position, shall bring his train to a stop in rear of the signal and sound his
whistle to attract the attention of the Gateman. The Gateman after closing and
locking the gates against road traffic, shall proceed to the signal, report the
defect to the Loco Pilot and pilot the train past the level crossing gate.

(¢) Inrespect of Gate signal referred to in (a) and (b) above the Loco Pilot of the
first train shall stop the train at the next station and report the defective signal
to the Station Master on duty, who will then advise the station at the other end.
When gate signal has failed in “off” position, the Station Master of the station

immediately in rear shall stop all trains and issue Caution Order

Obstructions at level crossing - Every Gateman, on noticing any obstruction on the
line, shall at once remove it or, if unable to do so shall -

(a)

(b)
(©)

take action to ensure that the fixed signals, if any, protecting the gate are kept
at ‘on’;

show Stop hand signal and do his best to stop the approaching trains, and
shall protect the obstruction as per Rule 3.62.

SR 16.07 (i) The gateman noticing any obstruction that will endanger the passage of trains
must immediately fix red hand signal flag by day and red hand signal lamps by night on a
bracket near the obstruction visible to an approaching train from both sides. He must then
protect the line with detonators as laid down in G.R. 3.60, 3.62 and 3.63.
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(i)  When on account of a break down of road vehicle or for any other cause a Gateman
is likely to be unable to clear an obstruction from a level crossing when a train
is approaching, he must, at once proceed towards the expected train waving his
Red Flag by day or Red Hand Signal lamp by night to indicate that some special
obstruction exists which it may not be possible to clear before the train arrives; he
must so continue to wave his flag or hand signal lamp until the train has been brought
to a stand, the train staff must then assist in clearing the line if this is necessary (This
method must be resorted to when there is no time to protect the level crossing with
detonators as laid down in G.R.s. 3.60, 3.62 and 3.63).

16.08 Parting of a train.- If a Gateman notices that a train has parted, he shall not show a
Stop hand signal to the Loco Pilot, but shall endeavour to attract the attention of the

Loco Pilot and the Guard by shouting, gesticulating or other means.

SR 16.08 (i) The attention of the Loco Pilot and Guard must be attracted by shouting,
moving a green flag by day, and a white light by night up and down vertically as high and
low as possible.

16.09 Trespassing:- Every Gateman shall, as far as possible, prevent any trespassing by
persons or cattle.

16.10 Transfer of charge of gate:- Except in accordance with special instructions, no

Gateman shall leave his gate unless another Gateman has taken charge of it.

SR 16.10 (i): No gateman may leave his post without being properly relieved. Such relief must be

arranged by the Permanent Way Inspector or Station Master as the case may be, except in

cases of emergency, when it may be arranged by the Mate of the Gang in whose length the

gate lies.

(i) If on account of unforeseen and inescapable circumstances his absence from the gate
becomes altogether inescapable a gateman must not leave his post without ensuring
that the gates were closed and locked to road traffic.

(i) On manned level crossing, the “OFF” Duty badge will remain in possession of
gateman who is “OFF” duty and taking rest. When he returns to back to perform his
duties, he will hand over this badge to the relived gateman.

The “OFF” duty badge will remain changing as above.
If any other gateman (other than “OFF” duty gateman) is asked to work, it is essential
that such orders should be given by SSE/PW must be kept in gate record.

16.11. Height gauges: -

)

2

3)

Adequate arrangements shall be made to erect height gauge on either side of the
overhead equipment or other equipment at every level crossing so as to ensure
that all vehicles and moving structures passing under the height gauge also pass
under the overhead equipment or other equipment with adequate clearance.

The adequate clearance referred to in sub-rule (1) shall be sanctioned under
approved special instructions.

Vehicles and moving structures, which cannot pass under the height gauge
without striking or touching it, shall not be permitted to pass the overhead
equipment or other equipment except in accordance with special instructions.
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